
Co-teaching at Eden 
Elementary

Presented by: 
Jacquelyn Bonfante, Karen Inman, 
Amy Steger & Morgan Theophilus



What is co-teaching?

Co-Teaching :

● Is an inclusive instructional model where two teachers share all classroom 
responsibilities, and

● It provides rigorous and individually appropriate instruction for all students

There is a co-taught classroom in all grade levels at the elementary building.



“They are kind of like sisters.”
-Fourth Grade Student

 



Co-teaching in action . . .

What it is . . .
● Equal sharing and teaching of all students
● Co-Planning and co-evaluation for all students
● Setting classroom expectations together
● Sharing a similar teaching philosophy
● Sharing classroom space and supplies
● Sharing responsibility for communicating with all parents 

TEACHING TOGETHER



“I like having two teachers 
because I don’t feel rushed 
anymore.”

-Fifth Grade Student



Benefits of co-teaching!

● Smaller teacher: student ratio
● Strong classroom community
● High variety of teaching strategies, models and flexible groupings
● Rigor and high expectations
● Individualized Instruction

○ Commitment to differentiation 
○ Personalized Learning

● NYS Blueprint for Special Education
○ Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) for all  students
○ Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)



Strengthens the Classroom as a Whole 
● Research has shown that when students with disabilities are included, 

teachers work to create strength- based classrooms, increase student access 
to resources and technology, implement differentiation, and teach skills of 
collaboration and interdependence (Kasa-Hendrickson & Ashby, 2009). 

● When students with disabilities are included, not only does the 
achievement rise, but learning opportunities are also strengthened for all 
(Causton-Theoharis, Theoharis, Bull, Cosier, & Demph-Aldrich, 2011). 



“I like that when you have two 
teachers you learn more ways to 
do things.”

-Fourth Grade Student



Dedication to Professional Growth 

● Teach to Lead Summit
○ 2016: Team of stakeholders mapped and prepared implementation plan for improving our 

co-taught settings on behalf of all students

● Partners In Practice PLC
○ 2016: Co-teaching teams had an independent book study on “The Co-Teaching Book

Of Lists” by Katherine D. Perez 

● “The Inclusion Session” by Julie Causton, PhD
○ 2017: Conference on inclusive classrooms/schools and the dramatic

 achievement results of an inclusive shift for students with and without 
disabilities.



“I like having two teachers 
because if we need help the 
teachers split us up and 
help in different ways.”

- Third Grade Student



How does co-teaching support District goals?

Instruction

Increased rigor and 
expectations for all 

students.

Instruction

Ability to provide 
differentiated 

learning strategies 
for students.

Public Relations

Inclusive school 
settings foster 

sense of 
community. 

Technology
Increased technology 

used to better 
support personalized 

learning. 



The End!

Thank you for your time.


